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Annual Report to Takoma Park City Council 

Urban Forest Program - 2008 
 

Presented January 21, 2009, by Todd M. Bolton  
 
 
There were several changes in operations between 2007 and 2008.  The City Council approved 
the use of two contractors to perform the majority of tree work in the City.  A significant amount 
of street and park tree pruning was performed as a first step in implementing the Forest 
Management Plan.  In the past year, the City Arborist worked extensively with the tree inventory 
data and the GIS system to develop more accurate representations of the City’s urban forest.  The 
State of Maryland and Montgomery County provided aerial treatment for gypsy moths in several 
portions of the City.  
 
Arbor Care and Excel Tree Experts performed inspections, pruning, and removals along 
approximately four miles of roadway, as well as in Jequie and Spring Parks, in the spring of 2008.  
In total, about 500 trees were worked on.  A significant number of the trees slated for pruning 
ended up being removed.  Many red maples in the 12 to 24 inch d.b.h. range—many planted 
along Trescott, Central, and Garland Avenues—seem to be particularly poor at barrier formation 
and, as a result, contracted fungal or other diseases.  
 
The work done by Arbor Care and Excel Tree Experts in 2008 covered ten percent of the City 
streets, but they were some of the most heavily planted areas.  The City Arborist anticipates 
pruning approximately the same number of road miles in 2009. This will be a great start to 
implementing the urban forest management plan. 
 
In the past year, the City Arborist continued to make the tree inventory more accurate and more 
useful.  Trees were remapped so they are represented along the streets in front of the correct 
house and in the order that the data indicates they should be.  In 2009, the City Arborist will have 
a part-time intern verify the presence/absence of the inventoried trees. Perhaps of greater 
importance will be the work to locate potential planting areas, which will create a more realistic 
estimate of the stocking percentage the City has achieved.   
 
Gypsy moth caterpillars are subject to infection by two endemic pathogens; one is a BT virus and 
the other is a native fungus.  Both of these pathogens require moisture to be able to infect the 
larvae, and several dry springs over the last seven to eight years has allowed the populations of 
gypsy moth to grow.  The City Arborist is aware of at least two large oaks lost to stress created by 
defoliation during the summer of 2007.  The State has a fall egg mass monitoring program, which 
is used to estimate the probable population of gypsy moths for the following spring.  The count, 
plus other factors, is used to determine desirable spray areas.  After the likely spray areas are 
selected, they are prioritized and winnowed according to available budget.  This past spring, the 
early analysis selected three areas of the City that, according to initial criteria, should be sprayed.  
After refining the statewide selection list within the limits of the budget, the State was only able 
to spray one of the blocks.  However, Montgomery County determined that there was need for 
spraying beyond what the State budget would cover.  County staff worked to organize and 
implement a spray program, which included spraying the balance of areas in the City which the 
State had determined should be sprayed.  Although this was done without charge to the City, the 
City Arborist believes that Takoma Park may be expected to contribute in the future.  As the cost 



for the City would probably be less than the removal cost of two large trees, the City Arborist 
believes that this would be a worthwhile expenditure of City funds. 
 
During 2008, the City removed approximately 60 street and park trees, while planting 
approximately 78 street and park trees.   Over 500 trees were given away during the Arbor Day 
Celebration and at the Folk Festival.  The “Bulk Buy” program encouraged residents to plant 33 
overstory shade trees in this past year.  The Housing and Community Development Department 
also planted over 30 trees as part of the Carroll Avenue streetscape project and work along New 
Hampshire Avenue. 
 
The City provided permits to remove 191 trees during 2008.  Sixty-six (66) of these permits were 
granted with the condition that a replacement or tree fund contribution was made.  The remainder 
was granted for removal of dead or hazardous trees, which do not require replacement.  The City 
received $2,450 in Tree Fund donations and agreements to plant 65 trees.  
 
The following table lists permit-related activities from 2008: 
 
 2008 2007 2006 2005 
Tree Removal Applications Received 243 193 225 285
Total Private Tree Removals 339 222 275 357
     Permits (# of trees) 69 60 91 172
     Waivers (# of trees) 180 118 153 153
     Denials (# of trees) 45 19 21 27
     Emergency waivers (# of trees) 5 20 17 22
     Undesirable Species (# of trees) 35 24 24 unknown
Tree Protection Plan Permits 35 31 35 32

 
Overall, the tree canopy in Takoma Park is shrinking every year.  A rough calculation of canopy 
removed and replaced based on the number of trees removed and replanted by private property 
owners indicates that approximately 7.5 acres of cover was lost, and 0.18 acres was replanted.   
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