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Discussion Item Ordinance Awarding a Contract for Architectural Services Related to the Renovation 
of the City Council Chambers/Auditorium 

Background Following several years of community discussion, construction of the Takoma Park 
Community Center got underway in the summer of 2003. The former City Hall was 
added to and renovated into a Community Center.  
 
One of the uses initially identified by the community as desirable was the ability to 
utilize the Council Chambers/Auditorium for performing arts.  In May 2007, the City 
retained the services of an architectural firm (MTFA) to study the feasibility of 
adapting the current City Council Chambers/Auditorium at the Takoma Park 
Community Center at 7500 Maple Avenue, Takoma Park, Maryland to better 
accommodate both government meetings and performing arts.  The outcome of this 
study was a concept plan (referred to as Concept Plan D), which has been approved 
and funded by the City Council.   
 
In October 2008, the City issued a Request for Proposal for architectural services for 
Phases Two and Three of the auditorium project.  The scope of services outlined in 
the Request for Proposal included the expansion and development of Concept Plan D 
into a completely engineered and coordinated set of sealed Construction Documents 
and Specifications, assisting with the bid process, and construction administration 
and oversight of the renovation project. 
 
The City received seven responsive proposals: 
 
     ANCL - $123,400 (estimated) 
     Arel - $124,500 (not-to-exceed) 
     Brasher - $116,400 (not-to-exceed) 
     iStudio - $128,840 (not-to-exceed) 
     MTFA - $133,800 (estimated) 
     Shinberg Levinas - $129,000 (not-to-exceed) 
     Wnuk Spurlock - $128,376 (not-to-exceed) 
 
Those firms whose cost is noted as estimated did not provide a fixed amount for 
reimbursable expenses.  
 
A review panel consisting of the Deputy City Manager, the Director of Public 
Works, the Communications Manager, and Jeryl DiPietro of Charron Consulting 
interviewed representatives of ANCL, iStudio, MTFA, and Shinberg Levinas on 
November 12, 2008.  The interview panel selected iStudio and MTFA as the top two 
firms.   
 
Ms. DiPietro then conducted extensive reference checks on iStudio and MTFA.  
Positive references were received about both firms, and Ms. DiPietro stated that 
there were no concerns about the capacity of either firm to do the work. 



 
A decision as to which firm staff should recommend to the Council was difficult.  
MTFA worked well with the City and other stakeholders on developing Concept 
Plan D and is familiar with the space to be renovated.  In addition to providing a 
lower cost proposal, iStudio’s knowledge of and commitment to green design and its 
partnership with the Cultural Development Corporation (experts in the design and 
operation of multi-purpose spaces) were appealing. Because of these factors, staff 
recommends that the City Council award the contract to iStudio. 

Policy In accordance with Section 401(b)(41), the City Council has the responsibility for 
public buildings. 
 
In Resolution 1992-12, the City Council resolved to telecast on the City's cable 
channel all Council worksessions and regular meetings, stating the following: "It is 
the preferred policy of the City Council to encourage citizen involvement and 
participation in the political life and affairs of our City." 
 
By Resolution 2005-42, the City Council adopted "Creative Vision: A Cultural Plan 
for Takoma Park.” Goals of the plan include the following: "To create cultural 
infrastructure and identify focal points within community; enable match between 
performance/exhibition spaces and cultural needs; maximize cultural use of 
community center, a center of opportunity for viewing, participating, and displaying 
art that catalyze unity and interest in the arts and humanities." 
 
Council Goal on Sustainability: Work in partnership with City residents, community 
organizations, non-profits, the business community, and other governmental 
agencies to ensure a Takoma Park that is financially, environmentally, and 
commercially sustainable for the city and its residents. 
 
The City Council must approve by ordinance any expenditure of $10,000 or more.   

Fiscal Impact $128,840 

Attachments Draft ordinance awarding a contract to iStudio 
Project schedule 
Background information on iStudio and partners 

Recommendation Approve ordinance 

Special 
Consideration 

A delay in awarding the contract will substantially affect the timeline for the 
renovation work and may jeopardize some State and Federal funding for the project. 

 



Introduced By: Single Reading: 

CITY OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND
ORDINANCE NO. 2008-xx

CONTRACT FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES
 FOR RENOVATION OF CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS/AUDITORIUM

WHEREAS, the City of Takoma Park wishes to adapt the current City Council
Chambers/Auditorium to better accommodate multiple uses, including
governmental meetings and performing arts; AND

WHEREAS, a concept plan for the renovation design, “Concept Plan D,” was approved by the
City Council January 7, 2008; AND

WHEREAS, the City issued a Request for Proposals on October 15, 2008 for an architectural
firm with the expertise and qualifications necessary to develop detailed plans,
based on Concept Plan D, suitable for construction bid documents as well as the
ability to supervise construction and implementation of those plans; AND

WHEREAS, the City received seven responsive proposals and invited four firms to interview
with a review panel; AND

WHEREAS, based on the review panel’s recommendations and subsequent reference checks,
the City Manager recommends awarding the contract to iStudio, due to the firm’s
capacity to do the project, the firm’s familiarity with green design, and the firm’s
partnership with the Cultural Development Corporation, a firm with expertise in
multi-purpose space design and operation; AND

WHEREAS, sufficient funds are available in the budget to cover the cost of these services.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAKOMA
PARK, MARYLAND, THAT:

SECTION 1. The City Manager is authorized to enter into a contract with iStudio of
Washington, D.C. for architectural services for detailed design and oversight of
the renovation of the City Council Chambers/Auditorium.

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall become effective upon adoption.

ADOPTED this ____ day of November, 2008, by roll call vote as follows:

AYE:
NAY:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:








































