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Discussion Item

Proposed fence for median of New Hampshire Avenue and University Boulevard.

Background

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) is currently designing proposed
improvements for University Boulevard from Piney Branch Road to 14™ Avenue
and for New Hampshire Avenue from Holton Lane to just past Merrimac Drive.
This project was originally intended to only be a resurfacing of these roadway
sections but has since been expanded to include other improvements to enhance
pedestrian safety. There have been numerous pedestrian fatalities in the vicinity of
the intersection of New Hampshire Avenue and University Boulevard over the last
several years.

In order to prevent pedestrians from crossing these roads outside of designated
crosswalks, SHA is proposing to install six foot high metal fences in the medians
between opposing lanes of traffic. Going eastbound on University Boulevard, the
proposed fence would be installed on the median beginning approximately 160 feet
east of Anne Street and ending about 60 feet west of 14™ Avenue. Going
northbound on New Hampshire Avenue, the proposed fence would be installed on
the median beginning about 70 feet north of Holton Lane and ending just south of
Merrimac Drive.

The project is currently in the final design phase (90%). This is the first time that a
design for the fences has been submitted to the City. SHA would like the City to
provide input by December 2 so that the City’s comments can be incorporated into
the final review document that is distributed to SHA staff who are working on the
project. This project has not yet received funding from SHA. However, if it
receives funding and the design stays on schedule, it is possible that construction
could begin as early as next summer.

Another somewhat less obtrusive approach to pedestrian safety has recently been
implemented in the Takoma Langley Crossroads. The owner of the shopping center
that is located at the northeast corner of the intersection of New Hampshire Avenue
and University Boulevard and that contains the Toys R Us has installed a four to
five foot tall ornamental metal fence along the edge of the property, right next to the
sidewalk. This fence has openings at pedestrian access points such as intersections
and driveways. According to Erwin Mack of the Crossroads Development
Authority and others, this fence has led to a significant decrease in pedestrian
crossings outside of crosswalks.




Policy Support improvements to transit service and traffic circulation. Enhance pedestrian
and bicycle access to shop, transit, schools, and other community facilities by
improving pedestrian safety and providing wide, tree-lined sidewalks throughout the
area. (Takoma Park Master Plan)

Fiscal Impact None.

Attachments Images of proposed median fence and existing fence at shopping center.

Recommendation | Discuss City’s position regarding the proposed fence. Give direction to staff on how
to proceed.







